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beginning of his reign. In 90S1 he promulgated an edict
admitting Jews and Christians to two state functions only ;
those, namely, of physician and of hanker S-L^s-. It
is extremely significant that he did not desire to exclude
Jews and Christians from all administrative posts, bnt only
to define the offices to which they were restricted. In so doing
he was probably legalizing the status quo, while taking into
consideration the needs of the State.
The extent of Jewish participation in these two official
functions left open to them by the State could hitherto be
inferred only from a single reference in the -work of the Arab
geographer al-Muqaddasi.2 In describing the situation in
Egypt and Syria he says : " Most bankers, dyers, money-
changers, and tanners here are Jews 3 ; most medical men
and clerks are Christians." *
1 Strangely enough, neither Tabari nor Ibn al-Athir mention this edict ;
the only eTidence is Ibn TaghribirdTs -work, An-Xvjum az-Zahira, ed.
T. G. JuynbolL, vol. ii, p. 174. The test reads as follows : —
J«S» SJL^Llj 4^1 J ^i tfjUJlj .a^Jl jb-1 *j*l± N £l >*S!Ll ^A
According to this edict, Jews and Christians were also subjected again to
limitations of attire ; but it is improbable that the latter were strictly
enforced. *A.ribt 30, mentions a particular prohibition directed against
Christians in the civil service.
* Ed. de Goeje, p. 183, L 6.
The new sources show that this distribution of occupations existed
simultaneously not only in Syria and Egypt but also in Babylonia. For
the earlier period cf. Abu Yusrtf, Kitab al-kharaj, prp. 70-1,
file_0.wmf

file_1.wmf


* This statement, however, applies only to the end of the ninth and the
beginning of the tenth century. We learn from the recently published
treatise ^UJl ^ j>j of al-Jahi^, ed. J. Finkel, that at the time
of the Caliph al-Mutawakkil (847-861) the Babylonian Jews were dyers,
tanners, barbers, butchers, etc., while the Christians held socially higher
positions, being money-changers, secretaries, court attendants, medical
men, druggists, etc. Cf. D. S. Margoliouth, 'Ali b. Rabban at-Tabari^g
Book of Religion (Proceedings of the. British Academy, xvi, 1930, p.
Vide, however, al-Jahi?, Kitab al-Jiayaimn, voL v, p.
Jews are praised because of their sincerity — perhaps
Professor Margoliouth suggests. In the course of the
considerable change must have taken place in the profo

